
The  big  sign  on  Beale  Street  read,  “Put  a  Little  South  in  Your  

Mouth.”  Boy  did  we  during  the  33rd  International  Blues  Challenge  

held  January  31  –  February  4  in  the  blues  mecca  of  Memphis.

year  there  were  121  bands  and  104  solo/duo  acts  competing  to  win  

the  whole  shebang.  Add  to  that  40  acts  in  the  youth  showcase,  plus  

Between  3,000  and  4,000  fans  were  attending  the  IBC  per  day,  

to  grow.

With  so  many  acts  to  choose  from,  many  are  performing  

Arkansas  and  Wichita.

the  Dustin  Pittsley  Band,  playing  at  the  Rum  Boogie  Cafe.  
(Continued  on  page  5)

Bixby  BBQ  n’  Blues  Festival:
7  Local  Bands  Slated  for  Fundraiser
will  headline  the  16th

show  on  the  following  night.

137th  and  S.  Memorial.

The  Blues  Divas  of  Tulsa

and  all  front  their  own  bands.  Both  Wanda  Watson  and  Jennifer  
Marriott   Heather  
Buckley  has  two.

The  Dustin  Pittsley  Band,  which  is  touring  in  support  of  its  sixth  

blues/rock  group  has  11  Blues  Choice  Awards  for  Band  of  the  Year.

(Continue  on  Page  2)
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INSIDE:  

Blues  Society  of  Tulsa  Celebrating  15  Years!   2002 - 2017

33rd  International  Blues  Challenge
There’s  Nothing  Like  265  Acts  from  Around  the  Globe  “Bluzzin”  on  Beale  Street

Dustin  Pittsley  Band:    David  Teegarden  Jr.,  Chris  Kyle,  Dustin  
Pittsley  and  Donnie  Wood.
Story  and  Photo  by  Bill  Martin
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Welcome Our New Members!
Larry Riley, Vinita; Richard R. Rogers, Martin 

Mayberry and Mark Rooney, all of Tulsa; David L. 
Howell, Chilhowie, VA.

Website:  www.bluessocietyoftulsa.com
e-mail:  bluessociety@peoplepc.com

BST OFFICERS: 
President: Bill Martin
Vice President: Amber Pittsley
Secretary: Tammy Hodges
Treasurer: Christina Rybacki 
COMMITTEE  
CHAIRPERSONS:
Membership: Christina Rybacki 
Distribution: Chester Burnett 
Awards: Harry Williams
Blues in Schools: David Berntson
e-mail News: Curt Fillmore

BLUES NEWS STAFF: 
Editor: Billy Austin 
e-mail: billysblues@peoplepc.com

Design:  My Creative Pixel 

Owner: Sally Roper
              www.MyCreativePixel.com 
              918.280.9167

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
Kerry Kudlacek, Freddie Morrow, 
Sharon Thornhill, Curt Fillmore,  
Sam Latham, Fripp, Billy Austin

Blues  Society  of  Tulsa,  P.O.  Box  2836,  Tulsa,  OK  74101,  is  a  501  

and  promoting  the  blues  in  Tulsa  and  Northeastern  Oklahoma.    

articles,  photos  and  other  materials  for  publication.    Deadline  
for  both  editorial  items  and  advertising  is  the  1st  of  the  month  
(30  days)  prior  to  publication.

LOCAL  BIRTHDAYS
March  1  

April  1

BST  MONTHLY  MEETINGS
are held the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m.  
The March 13th meeting will be held at Blackbird on 
Pearl, 1336 E. 6th and the April 10th meeting will be 
at the Cimarron Bar, 26th Street and South Memorial.  
Nonmembers are always welcome! It’s a fun and 
informative gathering of music lovers!

Bixby  Festival  ….(Continued  from  Page  1)
The  Norman  

Jackson  Band  

The  FuZed  Band  from  Tulsa.    

The  James  Groves  Blues  Machine  has  represented  Tulsa  at  the  

behalf  as  a  solo  act.    Darell  Christopher  &  the  Ingredients  won  

Last  but  not  least  in  the  Dylan  Whitney  Band  that  represented  
Tulsa  in  the  IBC  Youth  Showcase  in  2016  and  is  one  of  the  most  

highly  regarded  younger  blues/rock  bands  around.

Jim  Robinson

only  the  main  stage  at  the  park  will  be  used,  with  each  band  playing  

will  play  90  minutes.

train  ride  and  pony  rides.    
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Scenes  from  the  33rd  International  Blues  Challenge

Dustin  Pittsley  at  the  Rum  Boogie  Café.

spectacle:    Steve  Antry,  Aaron  Campbell,  
Greg  Douglass  and  Nathan  Alessi.

Barbara  McGregor  and  Vice  
President  Amber  Pittsley.

Mary  and  Marty  Thomas  of  Tulsa.Blues  Society  of  NW  Arkansas  
board  member  Bruce  Barton.

Blues  Hall  of  Fame.

Guitarist/Vocalist  Jamin’  

A  very  hairy  Robert  Ashe  of  
Bartlesville,  OK!

Caleb  McGee  of  Caleb  McGee  &  

by  the  Oklahoma  Blues  Society  

Photos  by  Bill  Martin
(For  more  2017  IBC  
photos  check  out  the  
Blues  Society  of  Tulsa  
face  book  page)
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Society  Celebrates  15th  Anniversary
The  best  Tulsa  blues  artists  for  2016  will  be  honored  and  celebrated  

at  an  awards  ceremony  on  Saturday,  March  26th  at  Blackbird  

th  in  Tulsa.    Simultaneously,  there  will  be  

th  year  as  a  501  3  

promoting  local  blues  artists  and  their  music.

The  Dustin  Pittsley  Band  
featuring  Dustin  Pittsley Donnie  Wood
David  Teegarden  Jr.,  drums  and  Chris  Kyle,  keyboards.    Also  

Dustin  Pittsley Pete  
Marriott  and  Dustin  Pittsley Byron  

,  Kat  Irons,  Chris  Kyle,  and  Matt  Martin

The  Dustin  Pittsley  Band  will  the  host  band  and  the  other  winners  

members  of  the  Blues  Society.

  Tulsa  were  unanimously  

13th  meeting  held  at  the  Cimarron  Bar.

President  Bill  Martin th  one  year  term.    

Amber  Pittsley  and  Treasurer  Christina  Rybacki  

Secretary  Tammy  Hodges,  a  founding  member  of  the  Blues  

Continuing  Martin  said,  “I  am  humbled  and  honored  the  

membership  continues  to  place  their  trust  in  me  to  lead  this  

the  Blues  Foundation.”

Christina  
Rybacki

Bill  Martin Amber  
Pittsley

Tammy    
Hodges
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33rd  IBC…(Continued  from  page  1)
We  were  exceptionally  proud  of  their  performances  and  there  was  a  lot  

to  especially  congratulate  Brady  Buster’s  One  Man  Band  from  

Thursday  is  worse,  and  Friday  –  forget  it.

stone  on  a  wall  for  donating  to  the  Raise  the  Roof  fund  building  

of  famers,  Elvin  Bishop  and   .

But  there  was  a  stroke  of  luck  on  Thursday  since  there  was  a  desire  

Amanda  Fish.    
was  packed  for  her  show  and  your  president  was  peering  through  

the  glass  of  a  locked  door  looking  like  a  penniless  kid  outside  a  

employee  that  I  was  to  be  the  last  one  let  in  this  door.    It  resulted  in  

a  place  right  to  the  side  of  the  stage  witnessing  what  might  be  the  

next  Janis  Joplin

few  IBC  acts,  it  was  time  to  head  to  the  Little  Daisy  Theatre  where  

Eric  Gales,  was  making  a  triumphant  
return  to  his  home  town  following  rehab.    The  icing  on  the  cake  was  

two  surprise  guests,  Kenny  Neal  and  Walter  Trout

  won  

the  solo/duo  competition  at  the  beautiful,  ornate  Orpheum  Theatre.

That  IBC  was  special  for  our  Blues  Society  when  you  see  such  

cold,  or  allergies,  and  too  often  the  bone  chilling  Memphis  winter  

weather.    This  year  none  of  those  factors  came  into  play.

By  the  way,  we  congratulate  the  2017  band  winner,  

Watson Al  Hill  

Mike  Zito:

(RUF  Records)  
Mike  Zito

purchased  and  play  along  to  all  of  his  guitar  

Pearl  River,  back  in  2010.  

original  songs,  blistering  guitar  work,  and  excellent  session  work  

from  an  outstanding  studio  band.  Standout  tracks  are  the  lead  off    

Highway  Mama,  which  features  Walter  Trout
dream  Red  Bird Chip  off  the  Block  

Road  Dog.

Mike  Zito

The  Fabulous  Thunderbirds:  

(Severn  Records)

Kim  
Wilson’s
Tuff  Enough  and  Wrap  It  Up  two  of  the  most  

excellent  harmonica  playing  are  back  on  this  15th  album  of  great  

(I  Know)  I’m  Losing  You,  

featuring  Roosevelt  Collier  and  Wes  Watkins;;  You’re  Gonna  
Miss  Me,  Drowning  on  Dry  Land,  and  Smooth.  The  Thunderbirds  

  -­  Curt  Fillmore  

Gaetano  Letizia:
RESURRECTION

please  many  guitar  players  out  there  that  

like  to  explore  the  different  elements  of  

tracks  that  boast  an  array  of  different  beats,  sounds,  and  techniques  

Steely  Dan -­  Curt  Fillmore    

  CD  REVIEWS
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  CD  REVIEWS
Levi  Parham:

(Music  Road  Records)

talent  that  continues  the  lineage  of  Woody  Guthrie  and  more  
recently  similar  roads  of  Wink  Burcham  and  John  Fullbright.    

Steal  

Me Van  Morrison Gonna  

Be  a  Long  Day  has  a  real  country  feel.  This  is  his  third  album  and  

These  American  

Blues .    

Chemical  Train.

a  gem.  –  Bill  Martin

Katy  Guillen  &  The  Girls:
HEAVY  DAYS
(KG&G  Records)

Katy  Guillen
Claire  Adams

Stephanie  Williams

title  and  the  title  cut  indicates,  this  is  an  album  of  weighty  lyrics  and  

Waking  Up  from  You,  with  tempo  changes.    It  was  a  night  

had  stewed.”    The  

album.  –  Bill  Martin

Jeremiah  Johnson  Band:

(Connor  Ray  Music)
Jeremiah  Johnson  Band  is  one  of  those  fasten  

your  seat  belt,  kick  ass  blues  rock  bands  and  has  

some  credentials  to  back  up  their  music.    JJ  has  won  four  blues  

St.  Louis.    Blues  Heart  Attack  is  their  sixth  album  and  it  reached  

has  those  powerful  Pat  Travers  

rockabilly,  boogie,  Southern  rock  and  slowed  down  more  traditional  

Bill  Martin

Mark  May  Band  &  The  Soul  Satyr  
Horns:  

(Connor  Ray  Music)

Mark  May  is  an  

album  chock  full  of  great  original  songs,  blistering  guitar  work,  and  

Money,  Put  Down  

That  Poison,  All  I  Ever  Do,  and  Kind  of  Girl

  \

(Editor’s  Note:  Back  in  the  day  when  BST  member     

hosted  the  Smokehouse  Blues

the  show  with  You  Can  Call  on  the  Blues  by  Mark  May  and  the  
Agitators

Deb  Ryder:
GRIT,  GREASE  &  TEARS

her  heroines,  Etta  James  and  Koko  Taylor.  This  
Deb  Ryder’s  third  release  with  her  powerful,  

Grit,  Grease  

&  Tears

harmonica  by  Bob  Corritore Lord  Knows  I  

Do Panic  

Mode

backing  horns.  –  Billy  Austinv

Celebrating 
15  Years  and  Counting  of    

  
The  Blues  Society  of  Tulsa  

15
CELEBRATING

YEARS



page  7



Single $20 ____        Corporate $125  ____

Family $30 ____ (for 2) Additional family

   members $15 each.  

Lifetime Membership $175 ____   

13th ANNUAL

BLUES CHOICE AWARDS - VOTE!

Voting is now underway in the Blues Society’s Blues Choice 
Awards, which is open to BST members. The Blues Choice 
Awards are special because the winners are chosen by BST 
members, who have an exceptional appreciation and love for 
blues artists in Northeastern Oklahoma and their music, 
which brings so much joy to our lives.
The rules allow one vote per member in each of the 4 
categories. Deadline for voting is December 2nd. E-mail 
or send by U.S. mail your ballot to the address(es) found in 
the membership application box on this page. The winners 
will be announced in the next issue.

Best Group

(Band)

Best Vocalist

Best Lead

(any lead instrument, guitar, harmonica, keyboards, etc.)

Best Rhythm

(drums, bass, rhythm guitar, etc.)

Voting Member’s Name

Phone#, or e-mail address

P.O. Box 2836, Tulsa, OK 74101.

Blues Society of Tulsa
P.O. Box 2836
Tulsa, OK 74101

Okie  Opera  and  in  2014  
Avalon  Drive.    He  has  since  toured  extensively  in  the  U.S.    and  

Road  Records.  These  American  Blues

(Photo  by  Phil  Clarkin)


