Blues Society of Tulsa Blues Challenge Competition
2026/27 Competition Rules

Blues Society of Tulsa will be conducting a local competition to select a Blues act to participate
in the 2027 International Blues Challenge. The competition will consist of a “Battle of the Bands”
to be held at Buds on Broadway on September 16,2026. There is no charge to enter. A small
honorarium will be paid to each performer.
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The rules of the Blues Foundation International Blues Challenge will govern the Blues
Society of Tulsa IBC competition as listed at
https://blues.org/ibc-rules-quidelines-local-affiliate-challenges/

The prizes for the winning acts at the IBC are given at https://blues.org/.

The deadline for receiving entries is August 15th, 2026. All entries must be made online
by filling out the form at https://bluessocietyoftulsa.com.

All members of each act competing must reside in Tulsa or within 250 miles or of Tulsa
per Blues Foundation IBC rules.

At least one member of each act entering the competition MUST be a Blues Society of
Tulsa member. All entries must not have competed in another IBC contest for 2026/27
Failure to perform due to a performance conflict results in disqualification of the act. Act
members must remain the same for all rounds of competition, if there is more than one
round.

Winning acts must commit to represent the Blues Society of Tulsa at the International
Blues Challenge. Winning acts must represent in the same configuration that won the
BST competition. Substitution of any member must have a valid reason (for example — a
medical problem that stops you from attending) and must be approved by the BST
board. If the winning act cannot commit to representing BST at the IBC the second place
act will be promoted to winning act and will be the representative.

The financial support will be awarded at Blues Society of Tulsa's discretion and after the
Society's official fundraiser. The awarding of an act to represent Blues Society of Tulsa in
Memphis accepts that this is not an all-expenses-paid competition. Acts are encouraged
to do additional fundraising to help fund their own act travel expenses.

The funds awarded by Blues Society of Tulsa will be divided equally between the
number of musicians of each act traveling to Memphis.

All artists that are competing must be available to go to Memphis, Tennessee from
January 19-23 2027 inclusive.

Winners will be expected to stay in Memphis for the duration of the competition, arriving
on Tuesday of Competition week and departing on Sunday. Exceptions must be
presented before travel to the BST board.

Winners must be available for promotional work in conjunction with Blues Society of
Tulsa efforts.

Members of each act must be the same in all rounds (if there is more than one round of
competition required).



https://blues.org/ibc-rules-guidelines-local-affiliate-challenges/
https://blues.org/
https://bluessocietyoftulsa.com
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In the event any of the governing Local Rules and Bylaws or Competition Rules found at
blues.org are violated, the second-place act will be promoted and sent to represent
Blues Society of Tulsa in Memphis.
The winning acts of the Blues Society of Tulsa Local IBC competition will receive
e The right to represent Blues Society of Tulsa at the IBC competition in Memphis
e Funding to help pay expenses
e The proceeds from a fundraising event to be held by BST (subject to agreement
between BST and the winning acts)

Judges for the BST IBC competition will be announced after the close of applications, to
ensure that all judges are independent of all acts. No members of the Blues Society of
Tulsa Board of Directors are eligible as judges.

The scoring of acts is based on the IBC rules. The judges’ decisions are final.

All competitors are strongly encouraged to read over the scoring rules. Note that
non-blues songs are penalized as are non-original songs.

1 point will be deducted for every 30 seconds that an act finishes early (more than 3
minutes before the allotted time).

Competitors are prohibited from bringing their own guitar amplifiers. This rule also
applies at the IBC in Memphis.

Each competitor’s set will be 25 minutes. There will be 10 minutes between each act for
teardown and setup.


https://blues.org/official-ibc-rules/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/2/d/17wPZJOiJYIGaDEWfknZ1ZiY7FP1ACt_iWt8f-NSquaA/edit

